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24 No man can serve two 
masters: for either he will 
hate the one, and love the 
other; or else he will hold 
to the one, and despise 
the other. Ye cannot serve 
God and mammon.

Last week we saw that Jesus talked about the importance of laying up treasure in 
heaven rather than earth.  That followed on from him saying that we should seek 
the approval of our heavenly Father rather than other people.  And that was 
followed by him saying that the situation is very bad indeed if we can’t see that (if 
we have bad “soul-sight’ then that is far worse than just having bad eye-sight).

Verse 24 is to help those of us who have a bad “soul-sight”.  He makes a 
statement that you can’t ultimately serve two masters.  I suppose you can kind of 
get away with it for a short while but as Jesus says, over time you will come to find 
that you have to put one over the other.  The word for “hate” has a comparative 
sense (i.e. you love less) rather than saying you will end up detesting one.

Ultimately there can only be one thing that we treasure above all others.  One 
thing that ultimately guides us and acts as a reference point for all that we do.  It 
might be other people’s approval, money or whatever object “on earth” it is.  This 
is simply a restatement of the first commandment “Thou shalt have no other gods 
before me” (Exodus 20v3).

It is very easy to think you can serve both, to have this idea that we can be very 
committed to God and yet at the same time seek “earthly treasures”.  As Jesus 
points out, that is bad “soul-sight” as you can’t properly serve two masters: their 
demands will inevitably clash and at that point you can only serve one.

All through chapter 6 he has referred to the same two basic sides but using 
different formulas:
- other people’s approval v Father’s approval
- earthly treasures v heavenly treasures
- mammon v God
- seeking first God’s kingdom and then other things added

What serving God rather than “things on earth” means is brought out in the next 
section.
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25 Therefore I say unto 
you, Take no thought for 
your life, what ye shall eat, 
or what ye shall drink; nor 
yet for your body, what ye 
shall put on. Is not the life 
more than meat, and the 
body than raiment? 26 
Behold the fowls of the air: 
for they sow not, neither 
do they reap, nor gather 
into barns; yet your 
heavenly Father feedeth 
them. Are ye not much 
better than they? 27 Which 
of you by taking thought 
can add one cubit unto his 
stature? 28 And why take 
ye thought for raiment? 
Consider the lilies of the 
field, how they grow; they 
toil not, neither do they 
spin: 29 And yet I say unto 
you, That even Solomon in 
all his glory was not 
arrayed like one of these. 
30 Wherefore, if God so 
clothe the grass of the 
field, which to day is, and 
to morrow is cast into the 
oven, shall he not much 
more clothe you, O ye of 
little faith? 31 Therefore 
take no thought, saying, 
What shall we eat? or, 
What shall we drink? or, 
Wherewithal shall we be 
clothed? 32 (For after all 
these things do the 
Gentiles seek:) for your 
heavenly Father knoweth 
that ye have need of all 
these things. 33 But seek 
ye first the kingdom of 
God, and his 
righteousness; and all 
these things shall be 
added unto you. 
34 Take therefore no 
thought for the morrow: for 
the morrow shall take 
thought for the things of 
itself. Sufficient unto the 
day is the evil thereof.

He refers to two things: life and body:
1. Life is more than physical existence.  He is not saying don’t worry about eating 
and drinking full stop (see 6v12) but we should not define life in terms of mere 
physical existence.
2. The body is more than how it appears (or looks).  He is not saying don’t worry 
about appearance full stop but don’t define your life in this body by how it looks.

To illustrate the attitude he is recommending he refers to the birds.  They do not 
play any part in the production process and they don’t store up for the future; they 
don’t treasure daily provisions in the way we sometimes can.  They don’t find their 
security in having food for tomorrow.  Children are like that too and their faith is 
also held out as an example.

I find it quite difficult to discern exactly what this is saying.  On the one hand we 
should not be careless or lazy (birds are not lazy but diligent and hardworking).  
The teaching is that we should be comfortable without having everything “sorted” 
and not making that our number one priority.  Sometimes serving God involves 
making sacrifices which we would not be able to make if we were not like the 
birds.

If we think living in your body is all about how good it appears then we will worry.  
But worry clearly can’t change it.

To illustrate his point he refers to lilies.  They don’t so much have an attitude but 
the basic point remains that they have a beauty without any effort.  As someone 
has said we are unceasing spiritual beings living in God’s universe, not paintings 
designed to look good.

We should not be pre-occupied with planning for our future existence and future 
appearance that we miss the enjoyment of life here and now: (the “arrival fallacy”) 
where people think if they can just get this or just get that then they are sure they 
will be happy.  This could be anything e.g. get married or a certain job but when 
they arrive they find they just want something else.  They are always planning 
ahead and never enjoying.

This famous verse in v33 is actually a restatement of you can’t serve God and 
mammon (earthly things).  Seek God first and his will and all the earthly things will 
come as well - he knows we need them.


