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13 Enter ye in at the strait 
gate: for wide is the gate, 
and broad is the way, that 
leadeth to destruction, and 
many there be which go in 
thereat: 14 Because strait 
is the gate, and narrow is 
the way, which leadeth 
unto life, and few there be 
that find it.

stenós 
narrow 

thlíbō 
rub 
together, 
constrict 
(compress) 
[used in 
Mark 3v9 
to describe 
Jesus 
being 
thronged] 

Right back in Matthew 5v17 Jesus said that he came to allow for the full 
expression of the law and the prophets and went on to talk about the kind of life 
that expresses God’s will.  Not a life cold, mechanical box-ticking but a life full and 
mirroring God’s life.

In the rest of chapter 5 he talked about issues such as anger towards other 
people, contempt towards other people, mending relationships with other people, 
lust, divorce, manipulation and retaliation.

In chapter 6 he told us how important it was to seek God’s approval rather than 
other people’s approval in how we give away our money, pray and fast.  He also 
spoke about putting God first and trusting him before all else.

In chapter 7 he told us how to live with our neighbours.  How not to condemn them 
and how to try and help them.  And then he ends links right back to Matthew 5v17 
by saying that this is the law and the prophets.

So, we might say, how do we start living this kind of life?  How do we get into this 
place of having God’s rule in our lives?  How do we enter?

He has already said something about that when he started talking about fulfilling 
the law and the prophets back in chapter 5: “That except your righteousness shall 
exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter 
into the kingdom of heaven” (5v20).  We might be puzzled at that a bit because 
that would have implied a very high standard to the people of the day, almost an 
impossible one.  But we know that entry into the kingdom is by new birth (John 3) 
and is a gift from God (John 4).

We know from the apostle Paul (a former pharisee) that “But now the 
righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law 
and the prophets; Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ 
unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference” (Romans 
3v21-22).  So we get this righteousness by faith in Jesus Christ as a gift and not 
by our own efforts.

Of course, Jesus taught the same thing: see Luke 18v9-14 where a tax collector 
and a pharisee go to pray and the only person who was justified (declared 
righteous) was the one who had faith in God to ask for forgiveness - not the one 
who recited all his good works.

In Matthew 5v20, Jesus doesn’t expand upon the idea of how you become 
righteous enough to enter the kingdom of heaven.  It should be obvious, to us at 
least, that we can’t get it through our own efforts.  We’ve looked at the kind of life 
he has taught and none of us is able to say “I can do that”, “that’s a good 
description of my life”.  So we realise that we have to receive this righteousness, it 
has to be imputed to us.  But he doesn’t talk about that in any detail in Matthew 
5v20.

So Matthew 5v20 is the only time until now he has talked about entering this kind 
of life until now when he describes the way to enter as a narrow gate and the way 
thereafter “restricted”.  The gospel message is “only by faith in Jesus Christ - no 
other way”: a narrow gate.  This contrasts to many and varied other ways of 
approaching God.
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15 Beware of false 
prophets, which come to 
you in sheep's clothing, 
but inwardly they are 
ravening wolves. 16 Ye 
shall know them by their 
fruits. Do men gather 
grapes of thorns, or figs of 
thistles? 17 Even so every 
good tree bringeth forth 
good fruit; but a corrupt 
tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 
18 A good tree cannot 
bring forth evil fruit, neither 
can a corrupt tree bring 
forth good fruit. 19 Every 
tree that bringeth not forth 
good fruit is hewn down, 
and cast into the fire. 20 
Wherefore by their fruits 
ye shall know them.

And so he warns us that we should be aware of people who might tell us about a 
different way, the false prophets.  These people will look like Christians from the 
outside.  In other words their behaviour will appear to be Christian (they are in 
sheep’s clothing after all) but they actually are not and what’s more they have a 
desire to harm Christianity (they are ravening wolves).

Jesus says that we can know them by their fruits.  This isn’t so much their 
behaviour because he has just pointed out that they will look like sheep; instead it 
is what they say.  See Matthew 12v33-37 for teaching on the same subject by 
Jesus where the “fruit” is what they speak.  So we should beware of anyone who 
says that there is more than one way to enter the kingdom.

Similar teaching is given by the apostle Paul in his letter to the Galatian churches.

21 Not every one that saith 
unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth 
the will of my Father which 
is in heaven. 22 Many will 
say to me in that day, Lord, 
Lord, have we not 
prophesied in thy name? 
and in thy name have cast 
out devils? and in thy 
name done many 
wonderful works? 23 And 
then will I profess unto 
them, I never knew you: 
depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity. 

24 Therefore whosoever 
heareth these sayings of 
mine, and doeth them, I 
will liken him unto a wise 
man, which built his house 
upon a rock: 25 And the 
rain descended, and the 
floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon 
that house; and it fell not: 
for it was founded upon a 
rock. 26 And every one that 
heareth these sayings of 
mine, and doeth them not, 
shall be likened unto a 
foolish man, which built his 
house upon the sand: 27 
And the rain descended, 
and the floods came, and 
the winds blew, and beat 
upon that house; and it 
fell: and great was the fall 
of it.

anomía 
(from a 
"not" and 
nómos, 
"law") 
without law

In verses 21 to 23 we have people who have been deceived by these false 
prophets.  They are not ravening wolves themselves, instead they are sincere 
people but have been given a false message.

They claim to have made Jesus Lord and followed his teachings.  They claim to 
have done impressive works (and these claims aren’t denied by Jesus).  But they 
have tried to enter through the wide gate rather than the narrow gate of faith.

So we have Jesus saying that only those who do the will of his Father will enter in.  
This may seem confusing at first because haven’t we been saying all along that 
the narrow gate is a gate of faith in Jesus rather than doing the will of God?  Yes, 
but what is the will of God according to John 6v40? “And this is the will of him that 
sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have 
everlasting life”.  In John 6 Jesus is talking about people who appear to follow him 
but don’t actually believe (see, for example, verse 28-29: “Then said they unto 
him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? Jesus answered 
and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath 
sent.”

Someone who has not entered through the narrow gate of faith will never be 
known by Jesus Christ, never have the same common life with him that comes 
from faith.  If we are apart from Jesus Christ we are all just workers of lawlessness  
(and not fulfilling the kind of life expressed in the law at all).

In order to go through the narrow gate of faith you have to know about it.  Jesus 
made this point to the woman at the well “If thou knewest the gift of God, and who 
it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him” (John 
4v10).

So we must make sure that we have a firm foundation of faith in Christ.  Each one 
of us has the storm of death to face and what will be left of our “life” as far as God 
is concerned?

Even as a Christian it is possible to suffer loss (1 Corinthians 3v15 - v10 to v15 
contain a similar picture to these verses: a foundation and then building with the 
possibility of suffering loss).  As a Christian you can’t lose the life you have and 
your eternal destiny but you can suffer loss in that the life you go into eternity with 
is a bit of a wreck.   
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28 And it came to pass, 
when Jesus had ended 
these sayings, the people 
were astonished at his 
doctrine: 29 For he taught 
them as one having 
authority, and not as the 
scribes.


