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We’ve finished the section of 6 corrections that Jesus gave to what was taught at 
the time.  Showing what living under God’s will really is like rather than the 
distorted view people had through the religious leaders.

Now he moves on, not so much correcting teaching by the religious leaders, but 
the way they lived that teaching.  In dealing with subjects such as giving, praying 
and fasting he was not correcting their teaching (they basically taught they were 
all important and that they should be practised - no correction needed there) but 
he was correcting how or why they did them.

That forms the first part of chapter 6 (v1-18) where he is dealing with the issue of 
wanting approval from others rather than God.  The second part of chapter 6 
deals with material possessions and our attitudes to them but isn’t framed as a 
correction per say.  So chapter 6 deals with two big dangers for a Christian which 
are especially relevant in for us living in a Western society in 2016: seeking 
approval from others and materialism.

His correction of how giving, praying and fasting was practiced follows the same 
basic pattern.  First of all he says hey are hypocrites, secondly that they have their 
“reward” and, thirdly, that if you practise it the right way then you will be 
“rewarded” by the Father.

We’ve already come across the idea of a “reward” or literally “wages” in 5v12 
where it formed the basis as to why Christians can not just rejoice but be 
exceedingly glad when they are reviled, persecuted and/or falsely accused for 
Jesus’s sake.  They have a great “reward” or “payment” waiting for them in 
heaven.

This principle is expressed elsewhere in scripture as “you reap what you sow”.

I guess we have a tendency to shy away from saying that we’ve earned anything 
but Jesus clearly teaches here that God will compensate a Christian for the 
suffering they endure for Christ’s sake.

(Matthew 6) 
1 Take heed that ye do not 
your alms before men, to 
be seen of them: 
otherwise ye have no 
reward of your Father 
which is in heaven. 
2 Therefore when thou 
doest thine alms, do not 
sound a trumpet before 
thee, as the hypocrites do 
in the synagogues and in 
the streets, that they may 
have glory of men. Verily I 
say unto you, They have 
their reward. 
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And not just suffering because in 6v1 Jesus teaches that financial giving can 
result in compensation from the Father, provided it is not done for approval.  We 
should note his words very carefully: he doesn’t say don’t give your alms before 
men otherwise you won’t have a reward from the Father but don’t give your alms 
before men, to be seen of them.

He gives an example of how not to do it: perhaps this was an extreme case or it 
was something that actually happened (blowing a trumpet to announce they were 
on their way to the temple to give some money).  He denounces them as 
hypocrites.

The word for hypocrite was used to describe an actor on a stage, so somebody 
giving a performance, putting on a show when off-stage they are obviously quite 
different.  We sometimes think of the term as meaning “saying one thing and 
doing another” which wasn’t quite in the sense that Jesus used it.  He was saying 
that they are simply making an act, playing a role.  So perhaps a better definition 
would be “doing one thing but being another”.  Here the hypocrites weren’t saying 
give financially in a quiet and unobtrusive way (which would be saying one thing 
and doing another) but they were giving for recognition or approval rather than 
because they were generous (doing one thing yet being another).

Jesus says that doing it like that brings a reward or payment.  They have got what 
they wanted - approval from others.  We see him over and over focussing not on 
what the person’s performance is like (that could be very good) but on what the 
inward source is like.  Some suggest that he coined this term hypocrites because 
he was interested in the heart (who the person is) rather than their face (what their 
actions are).
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3 But when thou doest 
alms, let not thy left hand 
know what thy right hand 
doeth: 4 That thine alms 
may be in secret: and thy 
Father which seeth in 
secret himself shall reward 
thee openly.

apodídōmi 
(apó "from" 
dídōmi, 
"give") i.e. 
“give from”, 
“give back” 
or “return”

But if we do it properly then we get a reward from our Father in heaven.  That is a 
different word for reward.  The first word means payment, wages so someone who 
works and exchanges their time and effort for money.  In the same way the 
hypocrites exchange their finances for approval, they have their reward.

The second word means to “return” or “give back”.  It is derived from two words 
“give” and “from”.  We’ve already encountered it in 5v33 where he was talking 
about performing oaths given to the Lord.  So if you say I’ll pay £100 if I don’t do 
XYZ then you’ve kind of borrowed £100 from the Lord if you don’t do XYZ and so 
you have to “give it back” or return it or perform it.  Not so much an exchange but 
a return.  We came across it again in 5v26 where Jesus taught that if you are not 
reconciled with someone and you don’t put it right then you will pay the full 
amount for it.  People punish people with their behaviour, if someone is critical of 
you then you become critical of them - you pay it straight back or return it.

So here the sense is that God will return it straight back to us.  Not so much 
exchange it for approval.  I take it that this refers to a future time when God will 
give us resources over which we can exercise authority (described as cities in the 
parable of the minas in Luke 19).  In other words, God will judge our performance 
in managing resources over which we exercise authority now (such as money) 
and use that judgment to inform how much resource to give us in the future 
kingdom.

How are we to give properly?  The best way I can summarise v3 is that we should 
give in a way where we almost don’t realise we are giving or we at least are not 
conscious that we are giving.  On the drive to church this morning my left hand 
used the indicator on the car but it was automatic, I didn’t consciously know I was 
doing it.  My right hand wouldn’t have really noticed if you like.

The other aspect is that the giving should be done in a low profile way.  So that 
you give with your right hand and your left hand wouldn’t have noticed.

5 And when thou prayest, 
thou shalt not be as the 
hypocrites are: for they 
love to pray standing in the 
synagogues and in the 
corners of the streets, that 
they may be seen of men. 
Verily I say unto you, They 
have their reward. 6 But 
thou, when thou prayest, 
enter into thy closet, and 
when thou hast shut thy 
door, pray to thy Father 
which is in secret; and thy 
Father which seeth in 
secret shall reward thee 
openly. 
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The same ideas are applied to the practice of prayer.  The hypocrites prayed 
publicly in order to get approval from others (v5).  Jesus again affirms that their 
exchange happens - they give their time praying and they get their approval.

But says Jesus the proper way to do it, the way which brings a return from God is 
to pray in secret.  This is illustrative.  He is not saying you can only pray in your 
room with the door closed.  It is more don't even notice if others notice.

The point is that prayer is part of a personal relationship you have with your 
Father.  In the same way as you wouldn't make a song and dance about speaking 
to your own human Father you shouldn't do so with your heavenly Father.

I take it that the prayers are “rewarded” or returned by God by God in a future time 
by giving increased resources in the kingdom.  Prayer now allows us to draw on 
God’s resources for the work we do for God and God will use this as the basis of 
how much authority (or how many cities in the sense of Luke 19) to give us.


